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“Pure Rotten”
Plot sequence:  Number the following events in the order which they take place in the story.
_____ Clark Forthcue rejects the kidnappers’ final offer.
_____ Pure Rotten writes a letter.
_____ Mr. Forthcue receives a letter from A. Snatcher.  
_____ Mr. forthcue receives a phone call.  
_____ The kidnappers lower their ransom demand.  
Please answer the discussion questions in complete sentences. (Turn the question around.)
1. Why is the kidnapped child referred to as Pure Rotten? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is the kidnapped child referred to as merchandise? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. At what point does the reader realize that Clark Forthcue may not want his stepdaughter returned? ____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who wrote the last letter?  Does the content of the last letter support the parents’ and kidnappers’ perceptions or Pure Rotten, or have they been unfair to her?  Explain.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Based on the events of the story and its characters, what might logically happen next?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Essay assignment is on the next page.  
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“Pure Rotten”

6. Essay Response: Include an introductory and concluding paragraph.  
(See scoring rubric attached to hand-out received in class.)

Directions: Compare (similarities) and Contrast (differences) the story of “Pure Rotten” to “The Ransom of Red Chief.”  




[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: Your essay response must be typed, Times New Roman, doubled spaced, font size 12 print.   Note: I can print your paper if emailed to me at: ceddleston@quaboagrsd.org.  Hand-written rough drafts require parent/guardian’s signature here: __________________________ indicating there is no computer access available.  
